The Trust Conference

FIE Chicago Trust (Jonvention,
while barren in practioal effegt,
must ke fertile in valuable re-
sulis {n the nedar future, In a
fommal way it touched the but-
ton that has set the machinery
of publie opinion In motion. It
was a volece crying in-the wil-

derness. All reforms must
have an initiative, ‘and the in-
dizpensable prerequisite s to

pet the people Lo thinlk,~ With
free, thought, free speech and a (ree press ng Wrong,
Howevar (ntrenched and fortified, can ‘endure! The

ertia of gécioty is hard to overcome; we all are dis-
posed tn hear the ills we have rather than fly to ghgse
of, the momentum is
Whataver wheather
expectorating piblic racve In
glavery, it niust go.

The conventlon was pomposed nf thoughtful, level-
Nohody

but onee In motlion,
the ohjeet of hostility,
places or holding a

we know not
irresistible.

in

headed men representing all phases of bellef.
slopped over. There was no heat nor passion, nor any

exhibition of polltical partisanshlp, The eranks and
demagooues were absent. The speakers were eminently
gane, and indulgad in no threats nop forebodings, nor

poessimlsm, nor despalyr. Brydan very zansibly declined to
tenrmament of eloquence with Rourke
Coctran for the applause of the ‘groundlings, and the
mpeeches generally wers as calm and praetical as the
arguments of lawyers to the court sitting In chambers.
All ‘admitted the gravity of the issue, Its novelty and
{he absence of precedents, The dangers were conceded,
bHut there wds no denunclation. The consultations of

eRter into_a

a-meeting of Lank dlrectors in their parlor could not
have been more rational and dignified.

But the hardihood and effrontery
Foster and otller advocates of the trusis, in clalming
that while diminishing the cost of production they re-
duced the price to consumers, was enough-to give the
Btatue of Liberty Enlightening the World apoplexy. It
singilar that' a debater as shrewa and alert as
Colonel Bryan did not call attention to the fact that
with scarcely an exceptlon the prices of all the great
staples contralled by the trusts have been arbitrarlly
raised since the .competition has been crushed. I wonld
be nteresting to hear an explanation of the beneficence
uf the Increase in the price of wire nails from $1.25 to
3560 in less- than twelve months; of from 50 to 100 per
cent In wall'paper; of 75 per ¢ent in window glass; of
76 per cent in rubber goods. 1f these philanthropizsta
diminish the copl of raw material the expense of manu-
facture and of distribution by ceonsolidation under one
how does it happen that the price of
harbed wire, furniture, agrienltural implements, and
all Lthe necegsaries of lfe 1s doubled and
mltiplied to the constumer, who gets less for the
raw material and pays mora for the manufactured
produet?

f=

management,

nenrly

These altruists who are engaged In buslness solely
for the advantage of mankind reply*that the rise is
because the demand is grealer than the supply.

But de they not dellberately restrict and limit the
supply themselves? If competilion were free, demand
and supply wonld be regulated by the exorable laws
of trade and not by the cupldity and greed of those who
create an arbitrary and artificial scarcity and attribute
it to the prosperity of the country.

—

The impudenpge’of this pretence has a. shining
fllustration in the combination of the ecoal oper-

dian Territory, who have forced strikes to dimin-
ish thelr gutput and who have raised the price of
cnal three times sinee last Jul}. The supply is
alsundpﬂt and labor is eager for employment. With
competition there would be fuel enough to keep

By :}obn 3. fngalls

every one warm, but as the mercury goes down coal
goes up, and when the thermometer reaches zero there

of ex-Governor ators of Kansas, —\rkdnsas V{ls«--m-l and the In- will be a famine, because the demand is greater than

the supply.

Meanwhile the conditlon of milllons of laborers,
operatives and factory hands is sinking lrre-
deemably deeper and deeper In helpless dependence and
hopeless suhjestlor. The wage workers whose liveli-
hood depends absolutely upon the will of an employer,
indlvidual or corporate, who can fix tha rate and period
of his compensation, and discharge him at pleasure, is
To be free, the cltlzen must not only ‘have the
legal right, but the opportunity also, and monopoly is
tlowly but surely bullding insuperable barriers which
poverty cannot pass.

From Runnymede to Central Music Hall, Chleago, 1s
a far cry, but thera has been no moment of that in.
terval of seven hundred years In

miners,

nat free,

which a race has
faltered or hesitated in ifs determination that “no free
man shall be taken, or imprisoned, or disseized, or in
any way destroyed, or injured, but by the lawful judg-
ment of hlg peers, anly the law of the land.*

It was for this that the Barons bullied King John:
that Latimer buriied; that Cromwell fought: that the
compact was signed In the cabin of the Mayflower:
that the Declaration of Independence was written: that
old John Brown, of Ossawaltomle, died; that the leglions
of Grant and Sherman and Sherldan marched and con-
quered; and that Dewey iold Gridley to fire when he
was ready.

Lord Chatham sgald‘to the people of England that
the rude latinlty of the phrase nullus liber homo was
worth more than all the poetiy of Virgll and Homer
and all the elogquence of Cleero and Demosthenes,

The philosophers, orators, essayigts and statesmen
have told the people of the Unlted States so voclfer-!
ously since July 4, 1776, that political liberty was the
medieine which would enre all the disecases and'Inflrmi-
ties of soclely that many have accepted It as an articls
of faith. But Utopla remains an undizcovered countiry.

Balzaec somewhere writes of the consternation that
would befall the Christian martyrs on the morning of
resurrection If they came forth from thelr tombs only:
to dlscover that rellgion was an Imposture and” thers
was nn God in Heavoen,

Something like this appalling amazement: tieours 1o
those who begln to discern that, althongh man has at
last emerged trom the bloody tumult of history lord of
himself .and exempt from all servitudes except thosa
that are self-imposed, the perplexing enigmas of fata
remain,

Men are politically equal, but there is no equallty,
Suffrage Is universal, but political power remalns in
control of the few, The mines, fields, pastures and
forests of a virgin continent have yielded wealth bae
yond computation, but to the majerity of the people
lifa' continues to be an incessant and disheartening
struggle for shelter, food and raiment. The burdens
of the privileges of society are not eguitably dis-
tributed. Some have superfluity beyvond the capacity
of extravagance to squander, and others pray in valn
for daily bread.

In econsidering these problems the Chicago convens
tion made it clear that the hostillty to trusts does
not epring from hatred of wealth, but from the convies
tion that monopolies are Incompatible with democrady,
hecause they deprive the citizen of liberty; which is his
birthright, and of opportunity, which is Bls heritage.

L JBrief for France.

The verdiwct against Dreyfus was fnfamous.
more infamous by an illogical and imperfect pardon.
tiou of the crim: of qur.a—D;u{p Newspaper.

AY, say not so: she is the arisen light!

And it 1s nom made
It is no mitiga-

,.
In Zoroaster’s heart;

il

frail as thin air

The old paths are outworn, theold gc)dsldead The Eschv]ean thunders and the Crye

And a new pxl]ar of guldance is set up,

Yea, France has raised the torch

To show men that the thing they thought is sand
Is granite—that the evil thing is good—

That God’s old justice is a toolishness,

Behold, the pillars of the ancient Law

Are worthless to support a nation’s weight!

E thank thee, France, for lighting up the way
Of nations, and for casting down the shrines

Where the sages and the heroes

Knelt in their dream to ease their mighty hearts.

Yea, foolish were the bards of Egypt old;

Blind was the wisdom of the Vedic Word; :
And ineffectual the fire that burned

to light the world—

Thcy were

of old time

and cart}rquake

darkcnina mount—

the merriment of tipsy gods.

The Voice that spake out of the whirlwind fire,
It was an empty babble—let it pass.
Empty as dream were all their soaring words,
When star.eyed prophets cried on kingdoms old,
When thunder answered thunder, and the peaks
Smoked, and the heavens were shaken as a bough.

HE God who sent His thunders upon kings,

He now is fallen down with foolish face.
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Now is Unrcason reason, and Weak-heart

Is the strong sentinel to gua'rd the gate.
ND the Tab[es of the Law br)rne down of old

Through storm °

from the ET all the nation

To thank thee,

Run now and call the quick artificers,

In shapes of brass Injustice for our god;

And set him on a pi
And veil him in the

And lo! Imposture s

Men that are cunning with their hands, to hew

Our thanks for casting out the fear of Him,
The White Head, the still-stepping one, the Judg

HOU hast hurled out the empty god of old,
And set up wise Injustice on the throne,
Cry wonder, all ye chambers of the sun !
Blow triumph, all ye trumpets of the sea !

JBy Eowin dbarkbam.
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its upon rhe threne,

With Fear and Forgery and Hate-of-Jew, -~
Bowing before him as his ministers.

s of the world bend down
France, for light upon the way.

llar in the square,

temple. Yea, O France,

The Uhay to Prevent TA

¥ any ane wish to do God's teill he will recognize
whether wy doctrine comes from God or whether
1 spmh of my o aocord. f_‘ ! ,f#
CANNOT dissfmulate the feel-
ings of disgust, of indignation,
even, of despalr, which that let-
ter (the Czar's peace proposal)
has wrought in me  Those
Christiane, geod, gensible, and
enlightened, who consider mur-
der a frightiul ervime, none of

7

whom, with rare exeeptlons,
would harm an  anlmal, are,
. howsever, the same moen who,

when murder and crime are
called war, not only recognize destruction, pillage and
assassination as just and lawiul, but econtributs to those
theftsand massacres, prepare themsglves for it, partici-
pate and glory In IL Howpver, ‘alwayd and everything,
it 15 undenlabla that the lmmense mass of those who
aractise this plllage and mu;'t_‘let_ and undergo all the con-
spquenpes of it, does not ask for war, Jues not seek nor
desire it, that it takes partin it only against its will, he-
canse gome man has placed It in such a position that it
seams toi it that its suiferings would he greater if it re-
fused th participate In it Thus {f {8 that those who ex-
tite to plllage, who preparve massacrs, and dblige the
werking pedpile to glve themsalves t:’z ate but' a noto-
rious mindrity, who Iive In pleasur lu;u_u. .u,.mi ldl_e-
- ldess on. mmlsbnr_al_ :

o tary service & man faces fewer
e -'mﬁ.to Il.h '.l'lw re'iuaai to

efforts, If I Indicate to Him how he must act in order
to succeed, there Is hope that he may Hsten to me;}
but if 1 tell him that his intemperance Is a complicated
and difficult problem that we men of sclence are trying
to resolve In our conferences, well, very likely he will
continue to dupk while waiting for the solutlon of the
problem to be idiscovered. Tlus It I8 by false, “clvi-
Hzed" and sclentlfic ways we resk to abolish war
through' arbltration, International tribunalg, and other
absurdlties, and neglect the most evident and the most
simple method. *Granting that the people who do not
wish for-war ought naot to fight, to abolish warfare it
is not necessary to establish either international under-
standing or arbjtration. or international tribunals,
but simply ta emancipate the people from the trickery
and deceit which enslaves them, The only way to end
war is for those who do not wish it and who congider
it & sin to particlpnte In It 16 lay down thelr arms and
refuse to Aght,

They tell us that the misunderstandings which may
arise betwesn governments will be settled by certain
tribunals or by arbitration. But the goverfiments do
ot in the lsast wish. ihe s=olutlon of thelr misunder-
standings, On the contrary, if none produce them-
gelves they invent them; for it is only through these
milsunderstandings with each other that they find pre-
text to maintain theose 4rmles upon which. depend their
power. -

[ The gavernmenm fear, and ought to fear, those who
refuse o serve. They are afraid of them, because each
refusal diminjshes the prestige of the deception through
swhich they hold the people under thelr domination.
But those who Tefuse have no reason to-fear a gov-
emment which agks of them erimes. In refusing mili-
visks tham If he sub-
dn :ggltarr serﬂea, aml. the

||

Pamishiment, Imprigonment in exils, which is the
conssquence, often constitufe advantageous assur-
ance agalnst the dangers of the service. In aceept-
tns lt he may havn tn mrti«::m&w in a war for

1By Count Leo Tolstoi

which he has been long prepared, and during the war,
like a man condemned to death, he is In the situation of
one who, unless i concurrence of improbable heneficent
oircumstances accurs, will certainly be killed or lamed.
Another danger profitabily escaped Is thar of the deadly
digeases developed by the anti-hygienic conditions
which military eervice involves. But the greatest ad-
vantsge of this refusal is thal, whereas the military
s2rvica compels a man to pass three or four years of
his life In a vicious society, practising the art of kill-
ing, being In the same captivity as i in prlron, but
having, in addltion, to dance attendance in a humiliat-
ing ‘and depraved submission, the refusal entalls only
imprisonment ‘or exile. This is true' In nearly every
case. |

In the second place In rafusing military service, one,
sirange asg it may seem, may frequently rely on sscap-
ing chastisement, his refusal operating to Bring abont
the revelation of the governmental trlckery: revelaticn
ywhich, in a short time, would ‘make impossiblé any anil
all punishment for guch an act. The repetition of
Elmllar acts cannot leave men stupld enpugh to con-
tribute 1o the punishment of those who refuse to par-
ticipute In thelr oppression.

(ne groans over the sad conditions of the people's
fe in the civitized world. But it is possible o modify
them. We have only to obey the fundamental law pro-
claimed thousands of years ago: “Thau shalt not ki
Likewise is It with the laws of love and of human
fraternity. And yet, what do we see? Every European
denies this divine law, but upon the order of a presi-
dent, or an emperor, of a minlster, nf Nicholas or of
William, he dresdes himself ridiculously, selzes a
slayghtering instrument and cries out: “Here I am,

ready to outrage, ruin or kill whomssever shall be
mointed out to mel’

What ean a soclety composed of such men he? luch'
and =0 it Is! . it
listen cither to ‘thoss' A

a soclety cannot but be frightful;
Awaken, braothers! Do not
scoundrels whn from childhooll hersss von with the
devilish spirit of “patriotism," 'un enemy 16 truth nnl!
uprightness and which serves only to take away ym
property, your Nberty and yvour dignity; listen not
those Impostors who. preach svar in the nams nt.a cnte
and revengsful God which they have (nvented ont of &
perverted and false Christaniem; and still Jess [sten

to, those modern Sadducees “hn having for thair real |
things in theip pressng -

state, assemble In the name of selence dnd rl\liixltl%' ;
and wrlte books and give lectures promising to Eive

alm only the maintenance o

the people a happy and peaceful e without any

Do not believe them. Belleve gnly th consclende wh.'d#
tells you you are nelther beasts of burden nor, Iip;?lﬂ
but free men respansible for your acts, au! CONER-

quently incapable of becoming murderers. whether of

your own free will or upon order of those who
only by murder. You must wake: for youn yoursaf
must give &n account of all the horrors and mmmu
of which you have been guilty, That done,
put an-end to this diseass whith vou abhor and whﬂ:!l_
Is ruining you,

1f you gucceed, all thess Impostars who after ‘Iu.vlp]
corrupted you oppress you. will vanish ks owls beforg
the light of day. Then will be realzed this new N
and fraternal life roward which Christianity aspives,
dulled with sufferings, exhausted by les, and lost hl
insoluble contradictions.  Let each 'one fulfil, wit
confused and adulterated argument. thet which etl:!:
day his conscience commands bim, and hs will recogs
nize the truth of the gospel:
God's will, he wlll recognize whethear my doctrine cum

from God v whether I speak of my ¢wn accopd™
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you' will .
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“If any ome wish to do *
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